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Search of Americans in Arid Mountains
for Sources of Power and Fen-:
Will Result in Reclaiming' of a Land.
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the work from 191! to 1913. They were J. R.

Pemberton, of Stanford University, ?nd C
W. Wsshburne, ot Orejón, both geologists:

the University of
Chicago, economic geographer: C. L. Nelson
and W. B. Lewis, ot the United States Geo-

:cal Survey, topographers. Five other Amer
¡cam» joined the work in the course of its exe-
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O. G. Taylor, topographers of the United States
Geological Survey, and R. M. expert

of the University of Wisconsin.
Throughout the country in whi«:h they worked

men have made a record for good fellow-
r-hin snd efficiency that does credit to the
American name In physical endurance, activ¬

ity and hai Ihey were the equals of the
their relations with the natives,

whether estancieros or peons, they won an en¬
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other members of the survey, occupying
subordinate position«, were of various nation-
slities. In many cf the camps the language was

English for breakfast and Spanish for dinner,
and not infrequently French, German. Italian cr

Danish might be heard among the member s.
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CAPTIVA FFICER ASSAILS GERMAN STAFF'S PLANS
D; ( One « «m easily a.

for your dissatisfaction with my
"held" post caids. They bad to be
dated merely "At the liont," or. "In

the enemy's country" and to be without de¬

tails of location 01 afford any information ex¬

cept such as personal interest, health, and so

lorth.no account of what has been done, was

doing, or expected to he done. Letteis had to

be in unsealed envelopes, and were subject to

severe censorship. All that is changed now.

your displeasure may be at an end.or may
e to one infinitely greater. From the

.mark you will have seen I am in France.
I have been in Paris, and am now.probably
not for long.in beautiful Versailles.a prison¬
er convalescent. Plenty of leisure now, under
no restraint from general orders.free on pa¬
role.a little money providing many comforts
from which we long were estranged.fairly
well in health.almost fully recovered from 8

t wound.this is the news a dare-devil
nephew sends his faraway uncle. The dream

..lory, pror* I | .11 very line,
and in the distance far. At least there are at my

usa) a quire of writing paper and a bottle
of ink. of which your cariosity «hall obtain the
full benefit to make up toi lost oppottunities.

AftCl our venturesome advance into 1-ranee
.for the next day the view of the Eiffel Tower
had been promised u¦;.the fatal discovery was

made that our rear had remained open to at¬

tack; we might be cut oil from OUI base.cut
up entirely; our retreat certainly showed a

ter's leadership. My company, the boises
and the three machine gun- (somewhat the
worse lor the excursion) came back to the

neighborhood of Brussels, and got a few days
«.I much needed rest. Then our corps occupied
Mechlin, ilose to the outer forts of Antwerp.
It was near the end of September; the report
spread about that Antwerp is impregnable; CSJ1

defend herself for twelve months against a be

sieging army of .100.000 Reports did not fright-
en us. Our artillery, the heavy siege mortars, did

tine work. In that chain of forts one link after

the other was toned, the gaps gallantly secured

by infantry advances Thence we turned west

ward to Tei monde, which afforded some severe

woik until subdued, finally yielding us a

safe position on the banl the Rit/Cl

Scheldt, some thirty miles above. Antwerp.

Among the officers the phases of enceinte
and investment of Antwcip were uppermost
in discussion. We heard a fleet of English
transports were ready to embark 100,000 men

of the garrison, with government and King, at

a moment's notice, but would have to steam up
toward Termondc, as below Antwerp extend
impracticable swamps, all the way to the
Dut« h frontier. With the passage on the

Scheldt safely blocked below, and all suround-

ing territory strongly held, there remained for
the interned Belgians no possibility of escape.
Hither to offer us battle, or cross over into
Holland: they had the choice. Both equally
favorable to us. We had full confidence in the

appreciation of these contingencies by our

Genera] Staff, with proper action and strategic
preparation to meet them.
We. at Termondc. were to force an engage¬

ment, and throw the fugitives back to Antwerp,
in case they approached us. Remember, be it

far from me to criticise orders, or superior ot-
fi< ers. At the time, beginning of October, this
was our talk.
On October 10 we heaid of Antwerp's fall.

Our troops had after a siege o! somewhat less
than two weeks, reduced the double chain of
forts, and entered 8 city deserted, evacuated.
There had been one loophole left through
which King, government. SOms 60,000 soldiers,
had been able to make good their escape. One
loophole, with consequences to us of utmost
seriousness.
Here I must jump in my tale, and bring some

pointed remarks made by a fellow prisoner ot
mine, an officer of high rank in the army, lying
in the cot next to mine. Of course. I cannot

give his name. Hi- criticism «.overs two grave
mistakes to be charged to the General Statt.
First, the overspecdy advance by our right
wmg. throwing it out of line, leaving its rear

open to attach by the Belgians who still could
assemble considerable stien_;th. At best, the

righl should have coincided with an advance
by our left. This junction eficcted. then gave
(would have given » a twofold opportunity,
either to attack Paris or to encompass the
French held armies, hurl them upon them ei. r

in the centre.achieve another Sedan. Second,
the escape from Antwerp should have been
tendered impossible by the disposition ol BU

nerior forces all around, previous to the assault
on the inner foitifications. The Belgians would
then have been caught in a trap, done away
with toi good. Troops, government and King
m out power, prisoners. A formidable factor,
that has since told against us and is still telling,
would have been definitely disposed of; their
heroic resistance, so useless, to us so annoying,
ended.
Here I am at the seventh page of my letter,

and have as yet not arrived at the tale of my

being taken prisoner. Must defer it tor an¬

other day. . . .

UN TO GHENT.THE SURPRISES OF
WAR.

r«. " .. as,

. . . To resume the narrative. On Octo¬
ber 11 wc as;ain were on the move, under or¬

ders to pursue with utmost speed the enemy

fleeing toward the west. On to Ghent! Some
regiments first to proceed to Lokercn, a few
miles north, then push on westward. Push
on! Ahead! We did push on, my men are off,
riding like wind clou(!s. the three machine guns
with us. May lollow who can. we are pushing
on fast, and soon came on marks and traces of
fresh track It was a fairly wide road,
what cut up, which appeared to lead straight
«ru. ditches each side, hedges and bushes about
500 yards away. Suddenly the road led into a

depre-sion and was covered with water, to a

depth. I estimated, of a foot. Recent heavy
rams.no matter.on, forward! We shall soon

have a word or two to say to our Belgian hosts.
Straight on. last we came along, when horses
and wheels sank into mud. The riders behind
swerved olí to the le:t. same fate.we weie off

itl.when from the bushes I had though!
500 yards away.they had come to hall the dil
t incc.a galling rifle hre opened upon us.bul¬
lets from all around. Indeed we had come up
to the Belgian rear guard.and they had come

Upon
Men. su:t 11 ei, fall all around, my horse was

hit, rolled into the mud: I, just in time to jump,
feel a tickle m the calf of the left leg. but am

able to stand, in water up to the hip. Taking
in our portion, entirely hopeless.either be
annihilated in a few minutes.no rescue from
behind was within sight.I tied the handker-
ihiei to the point ot my sword an«! raised it.

There were but hfty men to surrender, to hun¬
dreds that emerged from bushes and ditches.
The wound, attended to with an emergency

bandage, was of no account; the Belgian sur¬

geon had, nevertheless, taken us to the ambu¬
lance wagon; he told me the road, where we

drove straight on, made a curve to the right,
hidden to the pursuers by the inundation.

For the time being, goodby ambition.it
cannot be helped We were brought to Ghent.
Thence into Prance, passing villages and towns

tare had not so long since seen as advancing
t en retreating, now re-seen as

prisoners of war. We cime to Paris, not ex¬

actly as we had expected to come. Sent to

Versailles with hundreds of wounded, conva¬

lescents, our treatment has been satisfa» tory.
To me the one surprise was the great, great
number of prisoners held.everywhere there
are detention camps; everywhere hospital
camps.wounded of both sides.bevond any
estimate. Enough to dampen the enthusiasm

lory!
As to myself. I got alom; speaking French.

From what 1 can gather, complaints are per¬
haps justified in totated cases, and this often
the fault of the complainant. From personal

ervation, a real grievance may lie against
the detail nom over the sea. When

enan Turco ,-r a Senegal negTO hears
of warfare it implies personal enmity. A pris¬
oner to hihl means a foe that h«*.s to be whipped
into «ubr.iission, on whom lie is tree tu vi->>

rutality.and deserve praise for it. The
African also remembers the superiority the
white man generally a«.«.irr.es over him.at best
the African is held somewhat better than cat¬

tle.so he cannot forego the opportunity to

retaliate to show and make felt his temporary
atithoi
The General Staffs plans were at fault. An¬

other otticer gave it as his opmion that a

complete subjugation of Belgium should have
preceded the forward movement into France.
Such an enemy, animated by the feeling of in¬
jury, of violation of his neutrality, in the des¬
perate «truggle for his existence, deserves not

to be underestimated. The same as the ail too

hasty advances, by Germany and Austria both,
tollowed by disastrous retreats hardly stand
to the Supreme War Board's credit.

The vear 1913 brought c

«nd a crisis m the ministry o: Rarri'js-Mexu.
In July he resigned. Retrenchment was nee-

.y. and m obedience to that r.eces-ity the
e held work of the survey was disccnur.-

ned. Ai of the contracts with the American!
were pi rictiliously fulfilled by the Argentine

Ut at their expiration the men
and sent the excep.

tion of Mr. Willis, who ¦. ved to pre¬
pare snd to publish in the United States the
\olumcs of report- Boultj record the

oí the survey.
At the close of 1913 Mr. Willis returned to

Argentina, and in view of the importance of
the industrial projects which the study of the
survey's work had disclosed he was author¬
ised to spend the summer months of 1914 in
further surveys in the Andes. The surveyinr,
corps was reorganized and detailed work was
carried out for specific objects.
Ti these utilitarian problems was added

another of equal economic and also of the
highest .xsthetic importance. The majestic
scenery which surrounds Lar|o Náhue! Huapi.
who.se western arrr.i extend like deep fiords
into the heart of the Andei and he unfath-
'omable beneath granite cliff's 4.000 feet in
height, had impressed upon Moreno, one oí
.he first of modern explorers to visit the lake.
.he idea that here was the appropriate site foi
a great national park.
The Americans, who knew our parks at

home and had even had a hand in helping
to establish them, were roused to enthusiasm
to support Moreno's idea. Enlightened Ar¬

gentines, such as Dr. Ramos Mexia and Dr.
Ruiz-Moreno, the Director General of Na¬
tional Territories, entered vigorously into the
campaign. Articles and photographs were pub-
Iiched by the leading newspapers of Buenos
Ayres. and a sentiment was developed in favor
of the park that is sufficient to assure the pal-
sage of the law creating it which is now in
iiie hands of the administration.
The reports of the work done by the Amer¬

ican surveyors are to be carried to completion,
and will eventually be published as a sequil
to the volume which is already on the press
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